
About US

“If You Knew What I Know About The Power Of Giving, You Would Not Let A 
Single Meal Pass Without Sharing It In Some Way.” - Buddha

METTA TRUST - PLANTATION VILLA



Plantation Villa was established to help the village of Nehinna, where we are located. Traditionally in Sri Lanka, rooted strongly in 
the buddhist philosophy, there was no culture of self indulgence. Instead, it was the duty of the haves to care for the have-nots. 
Whilst cities and suburban areas were largely overseen by the government, in small villages like Nehinna, it was the duty of those 
who owned large property and land to provide employment to villagers, act as wise advisors for the village and lead community 
activities with guidance and supporting, like local schools and temples.

Decades of civil war resulted in a huge brain drain from Sri Lanka, with many looking to go abroad for more peaceful countries 
with better opportunities. Along with the modernisation of society, those who could afford left the village towards larger cities in 
search of better jobs and lifestyle. This has left most small rural villages to struggle as they are also largely overlooked by the 
government. Most villages such as Nehinna do not have any industry or job creating corporations, which has left a whole society 
unable to fend for themselves. In these years it became common for women to leave their families and young children and go 
abroad to work as house maids. For most of these women, despite their own suffering in tough conditions, it was sad to return after 
years to broken homes where the husband has turned to drinking and wasted the money, most occasions have found another 
woman and abandoned the children. Children were left uneducated and unguided.

This lead to a lot of broken families and the creation of a new generation of frustrated, angry, uneducated children. With no one to 
fund and maintain, the establishments of community and social infrastructure were going into deterioration, with lack of good 
quality schools and abandoned temples (with monks leaving to temples in cities which have better facilities). Villagers were living 
on a system of self farming and surviving on basics to live and maintain their lives. Most families did not have proper houses or 
lived in unhealthy hygienic conditions. 
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Background
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The  property  of  Plantation  Villa  was  known  as  “Wattalaya  Watta”  and  was  the 
property of  B.V. Charles De Silva.  Having learned English, he worked for the British 
during the colonisation period as a Rubber Plantation Supervisor, with 999 acres of 
plantations under his supervision. Being a successful businessman, he also owned a 
number of other properties around the Kalutara district including a successful horse 
carriage business to provide transport services from the main Kalutara train station to 
inward  villages  in  the  whole  of  the  district  (pas  thun  korale).  The  property  of 
Wattalaya Watta was the carriage park for all the 100+ horse carriages he owned. 

He had 8 children, 5 boys and 3 girls. It is believed that his life was unbalanced he 
could not manage his life and eventually committed suicide at less than 50 years of 
age.  After  his  death,  it  became  the  duty  of  his  eldest  son  B.V.  Richard  De  Silva 
(grandfather  of  the  current  owner)  to  lead manage  the  businesses,  properties  and 
provide for his mother and siblings. He was around 20 years of age. He sold some of 
the properties and successfully managed the rice paddy fields and rubber plantations. 
When the other siblings were adults, he allowed for the distribution of the father`s 
wealth (which was in the form of property) between them. Later in life he recanted 
how he gave freedom to his siblings to choose whichever properties they wanted and 
informed that  he  was  happy  to  accept  any  property  apart  from Wattalaya  Watta, 
which did not have a plantation or house due to it being the carriage park during his 
father`s  time.  However,  all  siblings  shared between them the  profitable  lands  and 

plantations and left Richard the one property he did not want. Upon receiving this land, he cultivated it to be a rubber plantation and 
the surrounding marshlands in to rice paddy fields.

History of the Villa



Richard De Silva married Kalyanawathie Perera and had 5 children: 4 girls 
and one boy. He built a home for his family in Wattalaya Watta nearer to the 
main entrance (this original house was renovated to create the Lodge Rooms 
for  Plantation  Villa).  As  it  was  custom,  each  time  Kalyanawathie  was 
pregnant they consulted a Jyothish (vedic horoscope reader) guide and when 
she was pregnant with the boy, the Jyothish counsellor recommended to build 
a new larger house for this ‘lucky boy’. Therefore the main villa was built in 
1940 and it  was much larger and grand than the original house. This boy, 
named  B.  V.  Sarath  Kumara  De  Silva,  was  born  in  the  lodge  in  a  home 
delivery and carried to the main villa as the first occupier of the house. 
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Sarath Kumara married Srimal Chitraani Perera from Colombo (an arranged marriage as it was the custom in the day) and both came to 
live in Wattalaya Watta for a few years before moving to settle in Colombo. They visited the plantation weekly, first to provide for the 
aging parents and later to care for the village as it was the custom. Sarath Kumara, being of traditional and strong buddhist upbringing, 
continued to do many charity projects around Sri Lanka whilst caring for his village. He built many temples and meditation halls across 
the country and funded and maintained others. Notable amongst these are the lighting system at the sacred Sri Maha Bodhi Temple , 
funding of the Royal Mirisavetiya Temple in the sacred city of Anuradhapura, building a meditation hall in Temple and building a pagoda 
for the Thebuwana Temple in the next village.

Sarath Kumara went to the local village school and won a scholarship to attend Kalutara Vidyalaya, the main school in Kalutara town. 
Here he got high grades in the island-wide government scholarship program and managed to enter Nalanda College in Colombo (one of 
the  leading boys  schools  in  the  country).  He then attended Colombo and Peradeniya Universities  in  Sri  Lanka and graduated as  a 
Chartered Engineer. Following this, Sarath Kumara won the all-island British Council Scholarship and entered Imperial Collage, London, 
to do an MSc in Structural Engineering. Returning home as a qualified engineer,  he worked in the civil  service at State Engineering 
Corporation. He travelled daily from Wattalaya Watta  to Colombo, and during his time at home he mechanised the paddy farming system 
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He is the designer of the famous Kalutara Bodhi Temple (the only Stupa in Sri Lanka where the inside is open for visit - it was one of a kind 
at that time), which earned him the British Charter of Engineering. He became one of the most respected Civil and Structural Engineers of 
the country with his services being called for by the government including past presidents. Despite all this, he lived a very simple life and 
continued many charity projects largely focussed around assisting temples and buddhist monks. 

Sarath Kumara and Srimal Chitra had two children, a son and a daughter: Bhooshitha De Silva and Sharma Ishara De Silva. They were 
brought up with traditional values and strong buddhist influence with monks regularly coming to teach and advice them. During this time 
Sarath Kumara also sponsored the education of two young monks who as a result became very close to the family and specially the 
children as they are all of similar age. Both monks subsequently went on to become two of the most senior monks in Sri Lanka and the 
family and Plantation Villa are blessed to maintain close connection with them, who periodically visit the villa and give talks and lectures 
to guests.  Bhooshitha and Ishara excelled in their studies at universities abroad and both held senior positions in large corporations: 
Bhooshitha works in the US after graduating from Stanford University and Ishara worked in the UK after graduating from University of 
Oxford. Bhooshitha currently lives in the US with his family whilst Ishara returned to Sri Lanka to create care for her parents and to create 
Plantation Villa. 
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Plantation Villa was created by Ishara De Silva after her own life experiences. Having been well educated and living in London excelling 
in her career working in senior roles in a bank from a young age, she was diagnosed with Cancer at the age of 29. Unwilling to follow 
the western treatment guidance of surgery and chemo-therapy, Ishara returned to Sri Lanka to try Ayurveda. Having cured herself using 
Ayurveda, she remained confused and unhappy about life and how to proceed further. After trying many approaches including reading 
self-help books, counselling, yoga retreats, etc, she booked herself into a buddhist temple to follow a strict meditation routine for a few 
weeks. During this time, she learned more about the philosophy of buddhism and its main teachings on how happiness in life is derived 
from dropping the sense of self or ‘I’ and focusing on helping others. She learnt that true happiness comes from helping others and 
seeing them happy. Following this revelation and realising her personality had completely changed during this time in the temple and 
meditating for over 10 hours per day, she quit her highflying career in London and return to Sri Lanka to care for her aging parents and 
to create a company whose main objective is to care for others: customers, staff, community and nature. 

This was the birth of Plantation Villa. It was created to ensure she followed the tradition and supports the village as her father and grand 
father had done and to spread her own learning about the power of Ayurveda, Yoga and Meditation. To teach others that there is an 
alternative way to live, proven to keep us happy and successfully practiced for over 4000 years. A way of life different to what we see 
today: a life of controlled sense pleasures, a life away from self indulgence and towards service to others. Plantation Villa was created 
and is operating to the teachings of the ancient philosophies of Buddhism and Vedas. It started as a small B&B with an Ayurveda Spa to 
allow the three staff  members to have homes and schooling for their kids.  Now Plantation Villa has repeatedly won International 
Awards as the Best Wellness Retreat in Sri Lanka.

Plantation Villa is a community project. Profits/surplus income is used in three ways: (a) development and growth of the organisation 
(b) shared with staff members in the form of monthly and annual bonuses and (c) used for charity projects. Due to donations also being 
given by guests, a charity trust, The Metta Trust, was created in 2017 with separate accounting and bank accounts to ensure financial 
transparency. Over the years, we have had the good fortune to be involved in and assist in large projects to help and change the lives of 
many. Summary of the projects undertaken are given here.

The Story of Plantation Villa



We take great efforts to ensure our staff members 
and  their  families  are  well  supported.  90%  of 
Plantation Villa  staff  are  villagers  who have been 
trained  by  us  and  provided  employment.  They 
receive the following benefits:

• Salary  equivalent  to  trained  hotel  staff  (larger 
commercial hotels hire ‘hotel school trained’ staff at 
high salaries. We pay the same for our staff).
•Monthly bonuses based on company profitability 
and performance  (all  full  time  staff  members  are 
entitled to a company profit share).
•Annual  bonuses  based on company profitability 
and performance (both full time and part time staff 
members are entitled to annual bonuses).

CHAPTER 2
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Staff Welfare

• Personal financial support for: building a home, medical costs for them and family, children`s education, weddings, new borns, death in 
family and other emergencies.

• Mentoring and guidance for: family dispute resolution, managing personal finances, children`s education, sickness or death in family 
and other emergencies.

• Staff parties and social events and other fun activities for staff members and their families (most villages have tough lives which are 
survival based with not much time for enjoyment. Therefore we fund events for staff members and their families in the form of festivals, 
functions at the villa where families are invited to join, staff outings: dinner and dancing at 5 star hotels and other experiences they will 
otherwise never get to experience).



It  was the culture in Sri  Lanka for  those who can to support  the 
section  of  the  society  who  dedicate  themselves  to  the  study  of 
philosophy  and  development  of  their  mind,  who  can  act  as  the 
guides of  society.  They are largely the Buddhist  Monks and Veda 
Mahatthayas  (Traditional  Medicine  /Ayurveda  doctors).  The 
increase  in  cost  of  living,  and  the  disassociation  of  the  new 
generations from these sections of society has left them struggling to 
survive.  This  has  resulted  in  far  less  people  becoming  Buddhist 
Monks and many who also disrobe as they get older due to the lack 
of  infrastructure  and  support.  This  is  the  same  with  Ayurvedic 
doctors and talented Vedas (doctors) pushing their children to learn 
and work for larger corporations such as banks due to the inability 
to  survive  financially  (the  Ayurveda  tradition  came  from  lineage 
where parents would teach their kids). 

Currently  Plantation  Vill  at  a  small  scale  can  support  these 
practitioners and we plan to create scholarship funds in the future 
for Yoga teachers, Ayurveda doctors and a dedicated donation for 
temples.  See  below  for  a  list  of  supporting  activities  we  have 
undertaken to date: 
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Supporting Students & Practitioners

• Funding of Buddhist Monks in Colombo, Anuradhapura (Sacred City) and in and around the village of Nehinna.
• Sourcing majority of our medicines and oils from one of the renowned Veda Mahattaya (Ayurveda doctor) and to assist his practice.
• Assisting Yoga teachers and doctors who have worked dedicatedly towards the development of Plantation Villa by providing funds for 

their education or future careers.
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Children, Youth & Education
There is a free education system in Sri Lanka where children can attend a 
public school in their village. Depending on the location, government funding 
of schools vary with better funding going to schools in cities and towns. Rural 
small villages such as these generally receive poor funding. There are three 
main schools in the village: Nehinna School, Wadugama Primary School and 
Chitra Pre-School. Most of our staff’s kids and village kids attend one of these 
schools. As the funding and general infrastructure in the schools have been 
poor, we have been supporting them through funds for the school, building 
infrastructure  requirements,  provision  of  educational  equipment,  buying 
uniforms,  shoes,  school  bags  and  books  for  children.  Given  below  is  a 
selection of projects we have done:
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All schools release a book and stationary list which kids are required to buy for the following school year. Most families in this 
village are unable to purchase the items in this list. Therefore, every year Plantation Villa donates the items listed in the book & 
stationary list  for  all  children of  our  staff  (this  includes  their  children,  children of  their  friends  and family  as  there  is  a  tight 
community feel in the village). This year (2018) we donated to 94 kids.

Annual Cost - GBP500

Books for Children
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There  is  a  government  funded 
orphanage  and  school  for  children 
with  disabilities  in  the  next  village 
called  Mayura  Boys  Home.  In  poor  
families,  if  they  have  a  child  with  a 
disablitiy,  sometimes  they  abandon 
the child at a very young age (this is 
mainly  done  when the  family  is  too 
poor  to  fend  for  themselves  and 
therefore  completely  unable  to  care 
for  a  disabled  child).  These  children 
would be then picked up by the police 
and  be  assigned  to  an  orphanage. 
There  are  many kids  like  this  at  the 
Mayura  Boys  Home.  We  assist  the 
maintenance  of  the  home  through 
funding when required or when they 
run short of funds for bills, medicines, 

Children with Disabilities

books, furniture and infrastructure needs such as water, lights, etc. In 2017, through donations collected from our guests and our own 
funds, we built a water tank with water supply enabling them to have a pipe system of taps and showers in the orphanage.

Cost for Water System - GBP3,500. Annual Cost - GBP500 to 1000
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Plantation  Villa  has  regularly  funded  the 
village schools to cover their ongoing expenses 
such  as  electricity  bills,  maintenance,  etc. 
However, lately we have noticed the quality of 
education provided to be poor and therefore a 
decision was taken to only fund the schools if 
they are in desperate need, and instead, at the 
request  of  the  principal  of  the  Chithmi  Pre-
School,  it  was  decided  to  start  our  own 
government licensed pre-school in the village. 
This  will  replace the Chithmi Pre-School  and 
be run by its principal (she is currently running 
the Chitra Pre-School using her personal funds 
and  contribution  of  villagers  but  she  is 
struggling to maintain it. Furthermore, due to 
poor facilities they had been instructed by the 
government to reduce the number of students 
and upgrade the facilities  which has made it 
unaffordable  for  her  and the village).  A land 

adjacent to Plantation Villa of 8000+ square metres (owned by Plantation Villa) has been identified as the new location for the school. In the 
afternoon, when pre-school is over, we will hold vocational training classes such as English, Computer Usage, Farming, etc. Plans are 
currently being developed and preliminary work starting. 

Cost - Donations are being collected as the school completion is estimated to be GBP60,000 (without the cost of the land which will be 
donated by Plantation Villa: Value GBP 20,000)

Supporting Schools
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Building  toilets,  library  and playground 
in Adrikaram School in Mathugama, one 
of the largest primary & middle school in 
the  area.  The school  has  1000+ children 
but  only had one toilet  for  the  children 
and teachers,  and was  lacking a  library 
and playground. Through donations and 
funds of Plantation Villa, in 2016 we built 
4 toilets, a playground and a library. 

Cost - GBP6,000

Supporting Schools



CHILDREN, YOUTH & EDUCATION

14

The local Nehinna School was lacking a 
playground and a public announcement 
system.  The  school  has  about  400 
children.  In  2015  we  donated  a 
playground and a public announcement 
system  along  with  vouchers  for  shoes 
and annual stationary requirement for all 
kids.

Cost - GBP1200

Supporting Schools
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As majority of our staff members are from 
underprivileged  backgrounds  and  many 
have not been to school, they are unable to 
guide  and  mentor  their  children  towards 
education and vocations.  Through regular 
discussions with team members, we ensure 
all children are attending school, help them 
with  extra  cash  for  uniforms,  books  or 
other school needs.  For adult children we 
help  pick  middle/  high  schools  for  them 
and advice and mentor them.

When  children  show  special  ability  or  a 
liking towards a subject,  we help develop 
these  skills  by  assisting  them  to  attend 
extra classes, buy necessary equipment, etc.

For example: One child of a staff member likes dancing and we funded her through dance classes and took her to see dance shows in Colombo. 
She also performed for our guests at the villa. With time, she became very good at her dancing and have won competitions. She has inspired 
many other young children of our staff members and villagers who have now taken up dancing and come and perform at the villa. We fund 
them for their costumes and classes.

Annual Cost - GBP1,000

Children of our Team Members
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There are not many entertainment activities for the children and youth of the village. Drug use and inappropriate use of smart 
phones are spreading across Sri Lanka at an alarming rate. Rapid increases in cost of living, lack of proper training and preparation 
for the modern world has resulted in today`s youth of villages to feel lost, unable to find employment in the cities. Whilst the after 
school vocational training classes will address some of the issues, in the interim Plantation Villa has been funding some of the 
village youth societies and guiding them on their agenda and activities. We have also been the main sponsors of village community 
festivals, games and musical events. Annually, we fund about four to five events. 

Annual Cost - GBP2,000

Youth Societies and Community Festivals



There is a strong sense of community in 
Sri  Lanka  and  this  is  even  more 
prominent  in  rural  villages  such  as 
Nehinna. The villagers share everything 
and everyone comes together for events 
in any household. The functioning of the 
village  and  main  decisions  are  made 
during community meetings held at the 
Village  Temple  with  traditionally  the 
village  monks  playing  the  role  of 
community leaders.

Social  activities  centre  around  temples 
and  they  play  a  significant  role  in  the 
village.  Each  village  will  have  at  least 
one  temple  and  the  head  monk  of  the 
temple  knows  all  the  families  in  the 
village  and  will  act  as  a  counsellor, 
advisor  for  family  matters  and  also 
provide  a  leadership  role  in  village/

community activities.  Temples also provide Sunday school where all  village children will  attend every week to be taught Buddhism and 
Meditation. Village societies such as Elders Societies, Youth Societies and others, all gather and hold meetings in the temple. 

CHAPTER 5
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Community & Culture
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Temples do not have a charge system and 
live purely on donations. Buddhist monks 
in the temple survive on medicine and food 
provided  by  the  homes  in  their 
neighbourhood. As cost of living has been 
increasing at fast rate, donations to temples 
have  been  reducing  with  most  smaller 
temples  not  even  receiving  food  for  the 
monks and other basic requirements. There 
are  two  main  temples  in  the  Village  of 
Nehinna: Nehinna Temple and Wadugama 
Sri Sudarshanarama Temple, both of which 
are primarily maintained by the funding of 
Plantation  Villa.  Additionally,  there  are  a 
number of temples around Sri Lanka where 
Plantation Villa assist and fund. In addition 
to  help  sustaining  the  temples  and  the 
communities  around,  this  has  also 
benefited the local village with some of the 
famous  senior  buddhist  monks  have  been 

visiting and leading functions, festivals and talks at the local temples allowing the opportunity for local villages to listen to these senior 
monks which is considered a huge blessing by the community. 

Buddhism and Society
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The Buddha statue in the Plantation Villa Yoga hall was a gift from one of the most senior monks in Sri Lanka. It was the main statue in 
his temple and meditation hall in Colombo for 20 years. Given the seniority of the monk, and the fame of the temple, bringing the statue 
to Plantation Villa was considered one of the highest blessings for the village where villagers consider the arrival of the statue to the 
arrival of the live Buddha himself. On New Years day and annual buddhist ceremony days, villagers are welcomed into the villa to 
worship the statue. Below is a list of projects we have done in the community and temples:

Buddhism and Society
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Complete construction of kitchen, dining room & 
toilet/shower for Wadugama Sri Sudarshanarama 
Temple.  A  kitchen  with  all  equipment  and  a 
dining  room  with  all  furniture  were  newly 
constructed and donated in 2019.

Cost - GBP20,000

Roof  for  the  Meditation  hall  at  Wadugama  Sri 
Sudarshanarama Temple in 2016.

Cost - GBP1,000

Supporting Local Temples
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Roof equipment for Nehinna Temple 
in 2015.

Cost - GBP600

Donation  of  funds  for  food  and 
medicine  for  monks  at  Nehinna 
Temples and other temples around Sri 
Lanka.

Annual Cost - GBP5,000

Supporting Local Temples
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Water  system for  Sri  Alan Mathiniyarama Temple.  This  is  one of  the 
famous temples in Colombo headed by one of the senior monks in Sri 
Lanka. The temple had no mains water or plumbing system. The full 
water system with storage tanks, sump and plumbing was completed at 
the cost of Plantation Villa in 2015.

Cost - GBP10,000

Supporting Local Temples
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The  primary  form  of  medicine  used  in 
villages in Sri Lanka is Ayurveda. Whilst free 
medical care is offered by the government, the 
hospitals and clinics are over crowded unable 
to meet the demand and results in long wait 
lists for medicines and healthcare. On a case 
by  case  basis  support  has  been  offered  by 
Plantation  Villa  in  terms  of  donations  for 
surgery, medicines, medical accessories etc. 
Traditionally elder care was part and parcel of 
family  life  with  elderly  parents  living  with 
their children under their care until they die. 
With  families  now struggling  to  make  ends 
meet, they are increasingly unable to care for 
their parents. Whilst it is considered very bad 
karma if one does not look after their parents, 
most  elderly  parents  do  still  live  with  their 
children. However due to shortage of money, 

in most cases they do not take medicine prescribed to them. Plantation Villa held free consultations and medicine days about twice a 
year in the village temple. Given how over subscribed the event was and learning the plight of the village elderly, Plantation Villa has 
now opened a free medicine clinic for elderly. Every other Monday one of our doctors will be available for free consultations and all 
required medicines, oils and herbs will be provided for free for the patients. The clinic opened in April 2019. 

Monthly Cost - GBP500 (Est. Annual Cost GBP6,000)

Medical Care and Elder Support
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Providing  payments  and  token  jobs  for 
elderly who are in need of cash (many elders 
are  too  proud  to  take  money  as  a  free 
handout  as  they  come  from  a  lifetime  of 
labour work. They are also in need of cash 
and therefore all elders of the village come 
and perform token jobs such as sweep the 
garden, tap rubber, etc, to obtain a salary. 

There  are  also  elderly  women  who  are 
unable  to  work  but  come  once  a  week  to 
obtain a subsistence for living. 

Annual Cost - GBP3,500

Medical Care and Elder Support
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Donation of  medical  equipment  for 
the  surgical  theatre  at  National 
Cancer  Hospital,  Maharagama 
Colombo 2015.

Cost - GBP10,000

Provide  funding  for  an  emergency 
heart surgery for a local man (father 
of two children) 2018.

Cost - GBP500

Provide  wheelchaisr  and  other 
medical equipment for villages.

Annual Cost - GBP1,000

Medical Care and Elder Support
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During monsoon seasons, there have been 
flooding and landslides in different parts of 
the  country  wiping  out  villages  leaving 
people homeless. If large areas are affected, 
government  cannot  cope  and  many  rural 
villages  get  neglected.  We  work  with  the 
charities  and help  provide  essentials  such 
as:  emergency  food,  school  requirements 
for children, furniture for new houses, etc. 

Annual Cost - GBP3000

Disaster Support



Sri Lanka is one of the worlds top biodiversity hotspots due to its unique location. Few decades ago, Sri Lanka was over 80% forest 
with an abundance of many different plant and animal species. Unfortunately, currently we are at 29% forest cover and decreasing 
rapidly  in  the  name of  post  war  development.  It  is  sad to  note  that  Sri  Lanka is  now in  the  top 5  countries  in  the  world  for 
deforestation. Along with this rapid deforestation, a large number of plant and animal species which were once endemic to Sri Lanka 
are now fast becoming endangered or extinct. We are following a number of initiatives ourselves and working with other charities to 
help support conserve of our forests, wildlife and general animal welfare. See below for a summary of our activities: 

CHAPTER 6
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Nature Conservation & Animal Welfare
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Over  100+  plant  species  that 
were endemic to Sri Lanka are 
now  been  identified  as 
endangered  or  extinct  by  the 
UN  Red  List.  We  have  been 
purchasing  these  plants  from 
the  Ministry  of  Forests  and 
planting them in our property. 
The  cost  of  purchase  and 
maintenance of these plants are 
paid by Plantation Villa.
 
Annual Cost: GBP5000

Adopt a Tree Program
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Supporting other charities that protect Sri Lanka’s Rainforests - We support other larger charities that lobby the government to save 
rainforests and take legal action against illegal deforestation.

Annual Cost: GBP1000+

Rainforest Protection
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We  work  both  with  the  government 
authorities  and  other  established  charities 
to  support  wildlife  conservation.  Projects 
include  education  and  awareness, 
rehabilitation  and  legal  action  against 
capture  of  wildlife  (eg.  Illegal  Elephant 
Capture).  Donations  and  involvement  in 
activities  have  been  based  on  project  size 
and profitability of Plantation Villa.  Below 
are some projects undertaken/funded:

Assessment of  operations of National Parks
Work with Dept of Wildlife Conservation to 
develop a 5year plan / Working with other 
charities  to  help  free  illegal  caught  bear 
cubs and elephants / Fund the showing of 
the  film  Gods  in  Shackles  depicting  the 
suffering of captive elephants.

Fund cost of mobile rehabilitation cages for 
ETH, Udawalawe National Park

Annual Cost: variable 

Wildlife Conservation
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We work with animal charities to support them in 
their work on sterilising and treating stray cats and 
dogs. Additionally we also sterilise and treat strays 
that come to our property. 

In addition to this, when we can afford to, we save 
animals  from  slaughter  by  paying  the 
slaughterhouse and allow them to live freely in our 
property.  See  below  for  a  list  of  animal  welfare 
projects we have undertaken:

Animal Welfare
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Providing shelter and care for pregnant stray cats and 
dogs (there have been about five such cases in the past 
few years). We have cared for the mother and kittens/
pups,  when  they  are  older  we  have  vaccinated  and 
sterilised  them  and  provided  them  to  families  for 
adoption.  The proud Ms Browny who is  seen lazying 
around the Villa is one of the stray kittens who adopted 
us.

Providing  medicines  for  wounded  animals.  When 
requested by charities or for those animals that find us 
themselves, we provide the necessary medical care and 
coverage of Vet bills.

Cost: Variable

Animal Welfare
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Release of rabbits, chickens and ducks who are kept 
in small  cages in horrible  conditions in cheap pet 
stores. We buy them and allow them to roam freely 
in  our  gardens.  The  animals  you  see  roaming 
around are the rescued animals who chose to stay 
with us and not go into the wild jungle next door. 
Medical cost of all animals who choose to remain in 
our property are taken care by us. 

Release of goats and cows from slaughterhouses. We 
pay the slaughterhouses and release goats and cows. 
Slaughterhouses in Sri Lanka are in really bad and 
unethical  conditions  where  all  animals  are  kept 
together  within  sight  where  they  slaughter  the 
animals with an axe. 

These animals we have rescued have seen the worst of humans slaughtering other goats/cows who lived with them. When they 
were initially brought, they are terrified of humans and run and squeal and poo/piss on themselves thinking we are going to kill 
them. With time and our team feeding and showing them love, they have become gentle creatures who are enjoying their freedom. 
We now (2019) have 5 goats and 3 cows.

Cost: Variable

Animal Welfare
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Thank you for coming! 
Thank you for coming to Plantation Villa! We hope you feel relaxed, rejuvenated and learnt a little about the lifestyle prescribed in 
the ancient texts of Buddhism, Yoga and Ayurveda. A simple life based on community living and altruism. You being here has 
enabled us to help so many people and animals and to create a better world for us and the next generation. Thank you! 

If you want to support in any of our projects, please talk to a member of our management team for details of the projects and 
donation procedures.  


